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Introduction

A Review of the Literature
This study is intended to explore the
relationship between education levels,
mistrust of government officials, and voter
turnout. Additionally, this study examines the
recent trend in election cycles of an increase
in youth voter turnout. This article identifies
the growing sense of mistrust that many
Americans feel toward their government
officials as the independent factor while
examining the relationship that voter turnout
has with that growing fear, therefore making
that the dependent variable. According to the
Chapman Survey of American Fears, the
single thing Americans fear most is their
potentially corrupt government, at a rate of
79.6%. At the same time, voter turnout is at
an all-time low with the higher rate of
educated youth carrying the load of political
participation. This research has the potential
to solve the long-standing issue of low voter
turnout at the polls in America, concluding that
a focus on increasing education rates, rather
than relying on voting turnout campaigns and
propaganda, will increase voter participation
and get people to fill out their ballots.
The US Voter Turnout Dilemma
The story of voter turnout in the US is one
of abysmal failure, especially when compared
to other countries. Desilver (2022) describes
the relief many felt when America rose to a
record-high 62.8% voter turnout rate in the
2020 presidential elections, stating that this
number is the highest seen in decades.
However, these and past elections show
extremely lackluster voter participation rates
among Americans as compared to citizens of
other countries. In 2020, America ranked 31st
when compared to 49 other democratic
systems internationally. Countries like
Uruguay, Turkey, and Peru all have over 80%
voter participation rates. For this and many
other reasons, it is essential to examine the
driving cause behind America’s low voter
participation number and to find ways to
improve it.

Hypotheses and
Methods
H1: Those who are less educated are
less likely to trust the centralized
government.

Results

Hypothesis 1
Education Level vs. Degree of Fear

Education Level vs. Degree of Afraidness

H2: Those who do not trust centralized
government are less likely to vote in
elections.
H3: Higher graduation rates have led to
increased voter turnout.
These Hypotheses come together to
develop a theory of causation behind low
voter turnout. Beginning with the theory
that mistrust in government is caused by a
lack of education, this study examines the
connection by comparing data from the
Chapman University National Fear
Survey. The second Hypothesis goes
further to state that those who are
mistrusting in central government are less
likely to vote in elections involving the
central government. Using the American
National Election Survey, exact variables
in response to questions of trust levels
and participation levels will be compared
to find an answer. The final hypothesis
offers a solution and a new approach to
the problem, by suggesting that the youth
are more likely to vote because
graduation rates in high school have risen
in recent years. This hypothesis will be
supported by outside data as well as the
ANES survey.
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Table 1 shows the general progression of how
Americans with different levels of education fear
corruption in Government. The chart has a bar for
each level of education and corresponds the number
of respondents who chose each category. The chart
shows who are less educated have more fear.
Hypothesis 2

Table 2 shows, first, that there is a general lack of
voter participation. Second, the graph shows that
people who fear widespread government corruption
are the least likely to vote. This offers the question:
How can the government regain the public’s trust,
and thereby encourage them to vote?

Conclusions

The results show a general progression in the initial
theory of the study and lead to a conclusion that less
educated people are more likely to fear corrupt
governments and are less likely to vote because of
that. Additionally, the study provided a theory,
supported by the charts in the previous tests, that
explains why voter turnout has increased in recent
years. Basically, a recent increase in high school
graduation rates has led to more educated eligible
voters, which has led to fewer corruption fears and
more voter turnout. “In the United States, people with
more education vote more” according to a Brown
University research paper (Cohodes & Feigenbaum).
There is much more evidence to support the claim
that higher education leads to more voter
participation, especially when looking into smaller
demographics such as location, family history, and
wealth. All of these factors are other causes of higher
education that, in one way or another, tip the scale
for voter turnout. For example, those who vote more
are often more wealthy than those who do not
(Censky, 2012). Another possible theory for this
claim is that those who are more wealthy are often
more educated as well (White, 2015).
The next step for the American government is to
decrease the focus on voter motivation campaigns
and increasing polling stations, and instead focus on
not only regaining the public trust of centralized
government but also ensuring that younger
generations get into school and stay in school. Over
time, the American voter turnout dilemma will be
significantly improved.
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